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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
PENNSYLVAI'IIA.  GAME  COMMISSION 
Harrisburg 

October  23 , 1970 


SUBJECT:  Biennial  Report 

July  1,  1968  to  June  30,  19  70 


TO:  The  Honorable  David  0.  Maxwell 

Secretary  of  Administration 

and  Budget  Secretary 

FROM:  Glenn  L.  Bowers 

Executive  Director 

Pennsylvania  Game  Commiss 

The  progress  of  the  Game  Commission  of  this  biennium  could  be  favorably 
reported  in  financial  perspective  as  reflected  on  the  report  from  the  Comptroller's 
Office,  This  phase  of  the  report  is  especially  significant  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  license  fees  have  not  been  increased  since  1963,  Other  tangible  barometers 
include  an  overall  Increase  in  the  sale  of  hunting  licenses  and  maintaining  a 
hunter  success  standard  in  spite  of  a continual  loss  of  wildlife  habitat. 

The  total  acreage  of  public  hunting  land  purchased  by  the  Commission 
since  1920  is  1,100,530  acres,  49,424  acres  were  added  during  the  biennium.  Our 
land  management  program  is  continually  being  evaluated  for  the  purpose  of  habitat 
Improvement  and  our  primary  objective  of  increasing  wildlife  populations.  Some  of 
the  general  activities  to  meet  this  objective  are  timber  sales,  forest  cuttings, 
planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  sharecropping  and  cooperation  with  private  landowners 
and  the  construction  of  extensive  wildlife  areas  and  recreational  projects. 

Our  law  enforcement  program  for  this  period  may  be  characterized  by  an 
aggressive  pursuit  of  deliberate  violations  and  special  emphasis  in  an  educational 
program.  Field  officers  are  now  in  full  uniform  and  use  Commission  marked  auto- 
mobiles, There  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  arrests  and  successful 
prosecutions . 

The  division  of  research  plays  a major  role  in  our  wildlife  management 
program.  This  technical  guidance  toward  solving  problems  in  game  management  has 
been  an  asset  in  protecting  and  perpetuating  the  Commonwealth's  wildlife  resources. 
The  major  research  studies  now  in  progress  include:  1.  The  White-tailed  Deer  Study, 

2,  Cottontail  Rabbit  Study,  3.  Ring-necked  Pheasant  Study,  4.  Wild  Turkey  Study, 

5.  Evaluation  of  Habitat  Development  for  Wildlife  and  6.  Hunter  Harvest  Inventory. 

The  division  of  minerals  shows  an  income  from  oil  and  gas  leases  of 
$101,589,17  for  the  period.  Royalties  from  mining  add  another  $64,868.73  to 
Commission  income.  This  financial  return  has  been  realized  without  detraction  from 
our  primary  objective. 

The  division  of  propagation  is  responsible  for  our  rabbit  trapping  and 
transfer  program  and  the  propagation  of  game  birds  for  restocking.  During  .the 
biennium  the  following  numbers  of  game  birds  and  animals  were  propagated,  purchased, 
or  trapped  and  released  in  the  wild. 

Ringneck  Pheasants  249,291  Bobwhite  Quail  18,281 

Cottontail  Rabbits  44,188  Wild  Turkeys  12,576 

Mallard  Ducks  16,939 

The  Game  News  is  our  most  effective  information  and  education  tool  now  at 
a circulation  high  of  over  212,000  copies.  Our  readers  are  represented  in  all  50 
states  and  33  foreign  countries. 

A voluntary  hunter  safety  program  was  started  in  1958.  On  September  1, 
1969  this  training  became  mandatory  for  first-time  hunters  under  16  years  of  age. 

The  desired  effect  of  this  training  is  reflected  in  the  reduction  of  non-fatal 
hunting  accidents  last  year  by  46. 


The  increased  revenue  of  almost  19%  for  the  Biennium  is  the  result  of  careful 
planning  and  completing  programs  that  provide  sufficient  quantities  of  wild  game  for  the 
resident  and  nonresident  hunter. 

Cash  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  period  shows  some  17%  increase  thereby  enabling 
the  Game  Commission  to  maintain  financial  stability. 

Capital  assets  are  shown  at  cost.  Market  value  of  these  assets  presumbly  would 
be  of  substantially  greater  value. 


Amount  of 


1968-70 

1966-68 

Increase 

(Decrease) 

% of 
Change 

Cash  on  Hand  - 
Beginning  of  Period 

,$  7,473,100.45 

$ 5,302,371.90 

$2,170,728.55 

40.9 

Receipts  During  Period...,., 

, 21,850,604.78 

18,372,700.60 

3,477,904.18 

18.9 

Total  Cash  Available, 

, 29,323,705,23 

23,675,072.50 

5,648,632.73 

23.9 

Expenditures  During  Period,. 

, 20,606,811.08 

16,201,972.05 

4,404,839.03 

27.2 

Cash  on  Hand  - 

EjTld  of  PamOd  see*oe«»fl«oae« 

,$  8,716,894.15 

$ 7,473,100.45 

$1,243,793.70 

16.6 

Detailed  Expenditures: 


Land  Management .... 

, . , . , , . , , $10  ,067 ,447 , 01 

$ 6,993,988.25 

$3,073,458.76 

43.9 

Law  Enforcement. . , . 

4,204,241.68 

3,189,624.12 

1,014,617,56 

31.8 

Propagation, 

. , . 1,989 ,695 . 64 

1,770,954.41 

218,741.23 

12.4 

Administration, . . . , 

1,561,091.28 

841,654.62 

719,436.66 

85.5 

Other  (a) , . 

. . . 2,784,335.47 

3,405,750.65 

(621,415.18) 

(18.2) 

Total  Expenditures. 

$16,201,972.05 

$4,404,839.03 

27.2 

(a)  Research,  Training  School,  Employe  Benefits,  Information  and  Education, 
Appropriations  to  other  State  Departments,  and  Miscellaneous 


Increase  or  % of 

(Decrease)  Change 


$2,332,032.81 


21.4 


Capital  Assets.. 


,$13,217,897.25 


$10,885,864.44 


